Sunday PM, June 1, 2025
Judgment & Mercy: The Royal Law of Mercy — James 2:1-13

James 2:1-13

"My brothers, show no partiality as you hold the faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord
of glory. 2For if a man wearing a gold ring and fine clothing comes into your assembly,
and a poor man in shabby clothing also comes in, 3and if you pay attention to the one
who wears the fine clothing and say, “You sit here in a good place,” while you say to the
poor man, “You stand over there,” or, “Sit down at my feet,” *have you not then made
distinctions among yourselves and become judges with evil thoughts? SListen, my
beloved brothers, has not God chosen those who are poor in the world to be rich in faith
and heirs of the kingdom, which he has promised to those who love him? éBut you have
dishonored the poor man. Are not the rich the ones who oppress you, and the ones who
drag you into court? “Are they not the ones who blaspheme the honorable name by
which you were called? 8If you really fulfill the royal law according to the Scripture, “You
shall love your neighbor as yourself,” you are doing well. °But if you show partiality, you
are committing sin and are convicted by the law as transgressors. '"°For whoever keeps
the whole law but fails in one point has become guilty of all of it. "'For he who said, “Do
not commit adultery,” also said, “Do not murder.” If you do not commit adultery but do
murder, you have become a transgressor of the law. '?So speak and so act as those
who are to be judged under the law of liberty. 3For judgment is without mercy to one
who has shown no mercy. Mercy triumphs over judgment.

l. Show No Partiality
A. The believers to whom James writes are sternly warned about the sin of
wrongly judging others, the sin of discrimination.

B. The believers were showing favoritism toward the very people who most
often oppressed them, sued them, and blasphemed God.

1 Corinthians 1:26—-29

26For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according
to worldly standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble
birth. 27But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God
chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; 22God chose what is
low and despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing
things that are, 2°so that no human being might boast in the presence of
God.

Il. The Royal Law of Scripture
A. When we judge and discriminate against certain people or groups, we
disobey the royal law of Scripture.

B. | would like to share three important truths derived from this passage
of Scripture.



